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          17 December 2020 
  
Dear colleagues 
 
We are writing to you in our roles as Executive Chief Officer (Education) and Chair of the 
Education Committee to wish you the very best for the Christmas and New Year period. 
 
This last term has been one of much uncertainty and pressure for all staff in school, and we 
cannot begin to express the depth of our thanks for all that you have done to maintain the 
learning experiences of our children and young people.  Some of you have had first-hand 
experience of a positive Covid test in your schools, with all of the additional work and anxiety 
that brings.  Some of you have been affected personally by the virus or have had to self-
isolate because those that you are close to have tested positive.  Of course, school staff are 
still getting used to new and difficult ways of working, from the need to use face coverings to 
the impossibility of sitting working with children and young people the way you are used to 
in more normal times. The amount of stress and worry that all of this creates for you cannot 
be underestimated and we are full of admiration for the way you have maintained your 
positive and encouraging engagement with pupils and their families.  This is appreciated very 
much by us, and more importantly by the school communities that you serve.  Our teaching 
staff have been carrying not just the responsibility for learning and teaching, but also for 
enabling our families to get back to work where they can, helping their wellbeing and 
supporting the Highland economy. 
 
For all of this we are immensely grateful.  Our school staff have been in the forefront of our 
work to cope with the Covid-19 virus and this is very much appreciated.  As we head towards 
the Christmas break, at last there is some light at the end of the tunnel with the vaccine 
programme beginning to roll out.  We hope that by the end of next term we will have cause 
to feel more positive about the future and that you will be able to begin to catch a glimpse of 
a world where schools are beginning to return to normal.  As we work towards that, we will 
try to do all we can to support you. 
 
We hope that you will find time in the festive period to connect with friends and family and 
that this will give you a chance to recharge after a tremendously difficult term.  Your health 
and wellbeing is paramount, and we know that you will be feeling exhausted as the holidays 
approach. Please take care of yourselves and your loved ones, with as much focus on 
recuperation and relaxation as possible. 
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Have a fantastic holiday, and we look forward to seeing you in 2021, which we trust will be a 
time of increasing optimism.  
 
With best wishes and gratitude. 
 

 
 
 
 

Nicky Grant      John Finlayson  
Executive Chief Officer   Chair, Education Committee 
 
 


