
Is my child behind with their learning? 
Lockdown will have been different as an experience for every child and family, so what we 
expect is an uneven pattern of strengths and gaps.  Schools will be carefully assessing to see 
what each child’s needs are.  You won’t necessarily see lots of tests and similar happening – 
teachers are skilled at assessment through the ordinary course of lessons and observing 
children and their work.  It can be hard, but if you can avoid making comparisons with other 
children you know (who may seem “ahead” or “behind”) that will help your child since 
everyone is different.  
 
It is most important that your child does not feel they are struggling with school work, or 
that they are finding it too easy or unchallenging either.  If this goes on for more than a few 
days, then please do get in touch with the school to let them know.   
 
 
How will you assess what my child needs? 
What we don’t want to do is face children with lots of tests that might be stressful.  
Teachers will set small tasks as part of the ordinary course of teaching that will help them 
see not just what children know or don’t know but also their level of skill in using that 
knowledge.  They will also have conversations with children to see how they are doing and 
observe them in class throughout the school day. 
 
Where children have more complex needs with learning schools also draw on the advice of 
specialists such as speech and language therapists, occupational therapists, primary mental 
health workers and educational psychologists.  You can contact these professionals too 
using the Just Ask helpline The phone line is open on Tuesdays and Thursdays from 1pm to 
4pm, on  0300 303 1365. 
 
 
What is being prioritised for recovery of learning? 
The first priority is obviously health and wellbeing.  Secondly, we want to make sure that 
children are OK in themselves and not over-stressed or distressed in school.  This is both 
because mental health and wellbeing is important, but also because high stress makes it 
harder for children to learn. The decision made by national government is that we should 
continue to cover all subjects and make sure we include literacy, numeracy and maths 
content in them to help develop learning. 
 
Is there new learning or just catching up and consolidating? 
The answer to this will depend on what the children need and what teachers learn from 
assessing those needs.  Teachers differentiate learning so that each child has sufficient 
challenge and also that nobody gets left behind.  Schools will do their best to be aware of 
children’s experiences and listen to what they have to say about the learning and make 
adjustments accordingly. 
 
My child is in Gaelic Medium Education – what does this mean for them? 
Children who attend sgoil-àraich to P3 follow a total immersion model with P4 onwards 
following an immersion model. Since the return to school, teachers have taken steps to 
ensure that children and their young learners language development needs are being met as 



part of the recovery curriculum. Priority to meeting these needs will be given during literacy 
activities as well as other curricular areas with a focus on talking and listening experiences 
and interactions.  
 
 
My child has additional support needs, what help will they have? 
Schools will make assessments in the course of teaching and learning and if needed ask you 
and your child’s consent to consult specialists such as speech and language therapists, 
primary mental health workers, educational psychologists or others.  Some children with 
additional support needs may have been affected by lockdown more than others and it will 
take time and discussion to work this out including input from you and your child.  
 
 
My child has additional support needs – will we still be having child plan meetings or 
similar? 
Yes – the duties on local authorities to assess, plan for and support additional support needs 
and to consult with children and parents have not changed. 
 
What has changed is that every school has to do a risk assessment and determine how best 
to hold and manage meetings so as to comply with public health advice.  So there may be 
differences in how meetings occur from place to place.  Your school will be able to give 
more precise information 
 
 
My child is in nursery and due to go to school next autumn – will they be ready? 
This will not be a problem.  The Curriculum for Excellence sets out that nursery and Primary 
1 form a single stage, so you don’t have to be “ready” for school.  Your child will not 
experience a huge change from nursery to school and however they are with learning and 
development, school will be ready for them. 
 
Schools always do transition programmes and planning for children starting Primary 1 and 
extra thought and consultation as to what is needed. 
 
 
My child is in P7 – will they be ready for secondary school? 
Yes they will, and secondary school will be ready for them too!  Transition to secondary 
school can be a big thing for some children and we always put in place activities and 
supports in the summer term that help with the changes. Schools will be taking steps to help 
children prepare for the move, but also to make sure that secondary teachers are aware of 
each child’s learning and needs so that the transition can be as smooth as possible.   
 
 
 


